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In elementary and middle school facilities, do the openings between the auditorium and the 
stage [50’ or less in height] need to be protected by an approved fire curtain or approved water 
curtain? 
 
No. The stage is an accessory use area to the auditorium.  Therefore, it does not require an 
approved fire curtain or approved water curtain.  However, the auditorium must be separated 
from the accessory spaces [e.g., dressing rooms, workshops, storerooms, etc. defined in §405.3.2, 
CBC] by one-hour fire-rated construction. 
 
Please note that §308, Title 19, California Code of Regulations, requires that all drapes, 
hangings, curtains and other decorative materials in every Group A, E and I occupancy must be 
made from non-flammable material or treated and maintained in a flame-retardant condition. 


